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11 What a silly fellow I" you perhaps think,
and undoubtedly, dear reader, Sreenivasaiya was
lacking in wisdom of a sort. He had not developed
the easy ways that we, modern youth, consider
proper in talking to women. Sreenivasaiya and
people of his day grew up in the tradition which
held Lakshmana as the ideal. That brother-in-
law could not recognise the ornaments his sister-
in-law wrore on her arms or in her ear but only
those that she wore on her feet. Do you know
how far this principle had affected Sreenivasaiya ?
Because of this idealism the police had given up
standing attention to him. One day as he was
walking along on the road, Kuppanna, a constable
with some experience, stood easy taking no notice.
Hutchanna, a new constable, said to him;
" What is this, brother, should you not stand at
attention?" Kuppanna said: "Attention to whom?
And why?" Said Hutchanna: "He should be
an officer; he wears a good suit; and see his lace
turban". Kuppanna said: " How does that
matter ? The fellow will not look at the face of
the most handsome woman going in the street.
What kind of officer is he ?" Each man to his
gods. Kuppanna should respect his ideals and
Sreenivasaiya his. It was because Sreenivasaiya
respected his own ideals that at this moment in
the railway train his mind was full of thought,